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Latest News - April 2024

Dear Friends,

SSKP just celebrated a birthday! Our first meal was shared 35 years ago on
March 25th, 1989. It was a small meal with just eleven guests. From that meal
we've grown exponentially, sharing almost 2 million pounds of food last year.

Food insecurity is a reality for so many of our neighbors. Thank you for all you
do to help us provide access to food and fellowship with kindness, dignity, and
respect.

Below are two articles documenting the earliest days of SSKP. As we begin our
36th year, we are truly grateful to our founders who saw the needs of their
neighbors, and responded so generously.



Soup
kitchen
planned

Essex church plans
1-day trial program
to test need in area

By SUZANNE SATALINE
Courant Staff Writer

ESSEX Behind the Fliiler of
expensive homes, high-priced boo-
tiques and house-long yachts,
members of the Firct Baptist
Chureh believe, there is poverty in
this Hittle town.

The congregalion has tried to
convinee people of that for months,
Bt when church members asked
social service departmentls for
names of people they could help or
services lhey coold provide, the
answer was nearly always the
same: Fssex and other ares towns
dnnot have a poverty problem,

[ the need is in our
own back yard, they
don't want to see it, ¥?

Eleanor Susan LaPlace
Old Saybreok resident

S0 the church has decided (o find
out for itself how much poverty
exists here, the church’s minister,
the Hev Erica €. Wimber, said
Monday.

March 25 from 11:30 to 1:30, the
congregation plans to ifave a one-
day soup kitchen at the church at 10
Prospect St It Is fo be a pilot pro-
gram to see how many peocple
would attend a soup kitchen if there
were one in the area, Wimber said.

Wimber admitted the idea of
opening a soup kitchen In such a
wealthy town may seem a little
far-fetched to some people.

“My pereeplion is that if any-
bedy or something needs help in
another conmtry, it's all right.” =aid
Eleanor Susan LaPlace, a congre-
mation_memhar from 01 Sae.
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said, addmg, " approuched a homeless person
about H'ﬂs week’s, and he scud he'd be happy 1o

come.”
La Place said it's not daH’lcuH to approach so-
meone she feels is in need. "We trick ourselves

into believing if you extend your hand, it won't ba
accepted because of prlcie, but if you get out and do
it, its cither yes or no,” she said.

After this Saturday, soup cellar organizers will
meet 1o decide the dlrECth the program will toke.
“it's still o pilot program,” Wimber said. “We're
planning to get together and srganize with o'rher

churches ond other people in the community.”

Wimber says the soup kitchen is important
because it helps to keep those in need in their
home town. :

“We're trying fo keep them connected with the
community,” she said. "If they went to o large city
then thera is a better chance they would become
homeless and hungry.”

The food at the soup cellar is provided by church
members. A large kettle is located at the church to
accept food and monetary donations.

A ride service is offered to those needing
transportation ta the church. Although no one used -
the service last week, Lo Place expects many to
toke advantage of it this week.

_ Lo Place said no one in the commumty is upset
about the soup cellar.

“I haven't heard anything negative fram the com-
munity but if there was I'd roll with the punches,”
she said.

The idea of a saup kitchen needed to be brought
out info the open La Ploce said.

“Its the first time around; its new,” she soid. "We
just needed someone to get off the sidelines and
get it going.”
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Firehouse Food Drive on Saturday, April 20th

For the 12th year, Connecticut shoreline fire departments will host a one-day
food drive on Saturday, April 20th, 2024 to collect non-perishable food for
SSKP from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.



Shoreline fire departments participating include Old Saybrook, Essex,
Westbrook, North Madison, Chester, Clinton, and Killingworth, as well as Deep
River (collecting food during their April 13th Lime Sale). Watch for
announcements as other fire departments join in this special food drive.

Teams will be collecting donations at their firehouses or local grocery stores
including Stop & Shop in Old Saybrook and Clinton, Robert's Food Market in
North Madison, DG Market in Essex, and both Big Y and Walmart in Old
Saybrook.

Mirsina’s Restaurant, Essex Savings Bank, the Parthenon Diner, Sal's Pizza,
and Scotch Plains Tavern in Essex will also be accepting nonperishable food
donations prior to the event.

This incredible shoreline effort is one of our largest annual food drives - please
support our fire departments on Saturday, April 20th!

a/’z
Support SSKP's

FIRE HOUSE

FOOD DRIVE!

Sat. April 20th - 9am - 1pm

Thank You, Liberty Bank Foundation

The Liberty Bank Foundation has generously awarded a $5,000 grant to SSKP.
These funds will purchase food that will help fill the shelves at our five food
pantries.



ol
For almost two decades Liberty Bank L Y BERTY BANK
Foundation has provided funds for FOUNDATION

SSKP with generous grants and
through special annual fund drives.
We are so grateful for their continued
support of our mission.
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Easter Baskets for SSKP

SSKP’s pantries were filled with smiles as hundreds of beautiful Easter baskets
were delivered to be shared with our neighbors. They were generously
provided by volunteers from the Clinton Police Department, Clinton Rotary, and
countless kind and thoughtful community members who worked for several
months to collect and assemble the treats. Many thanks to everyone who
worked together to make these special baskets for our guests!


https://iazxpfjab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001E5SeWYQZT47oKNkH8rJtrvqMSib81X6iSePlkynLI-AsOljqXvSsE9IrB6AVtuJtvKLzpZbLEM5fk3eYJk06B-f2puLdS9zsoVyoORmXneaT0SsqCmwhqhFxXLq1bF0QUS7nyYynlIeiL6aLYXLCUq_d83vEnYUQlW2rLcGEvzbwQU6hBSOSMIdRJCV97iKQ2e5Q5wOXruqLtlLUirg7CCz8N_JIAMSRrhMv6T7j3uRYJSgUlVMrD8D0lpsygXbNezZJCo2ueLMERRcTUxXkZQ==&c=eqVzsOsLgUg3WKhlUtyD-CqkM_Mo9Bgp5JXSdMtvN4iPtEcSgVv_Cw==&ch=rkg2OTHu-HOk0mztpen0R9k-Ac07BCqiW7LXh1wu2qT6XMEqZZjS7w==
https://iazxpfjab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001E5SeWYQZT47oKNkH8rJtrvqMSib81X6iSePlkynLI-AsOljqXvSsE9IrB6AVtuJtvKLzpZbLEM5fk3eYJk06B-f2puLdS9zsoVyoORmXneaT0SsqCmwhqhFxXLq1bF0QUS7nyYynlIeiL6aLYXLCUq_d83vEnYUQlW2rLcGEvzbwQU6hBSOSMIdRJCV97iKQ2e5Q5wOXruqLtlLUirg7CCz8N_JIAMSRrhMv6T7j3uRYJSgUlVMrD8D0lpsygXbNezZJCo2ueLMERRcTUxXkZQ==&c=eqVzsOsLgUg3WKhlUtyD-CqkM_Mo9Bgp5JXSdMtvN4iPtEcSgVv_Cw==&ch=rkg2OTHu-HOk0mztpen0R9k-Ac07BCqiW7LXh1wu2qT6XMEqZZjS7w==




Please Support the Spring Appeal
Spring has arrived and our Spring Appeal is now underway!

We are so grateful to everyone who has already made a donation. Your gifts
will help sustain us at a time of year when need remains high, but income is
often low.

If you haven't supported the Spring Appeal yet, please make a gift today. You
can help assure all our neighbors have access to the food they need now and
throughout the year. Thank you!

% SSKP Spring Appeal ?%

Donate Now [*

Secure donations through K
Network for Good &
¥

Like us on
ﬁ Facebook
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